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Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

 

Senator Craig Zucker 

122 James Senate Office Building 

11 Bladen Street 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

 

Senator Roger Manno 

Office of the Majority Whip 

11 Bladen Street 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

      Re:  Emergency Communication Tower 

              Proposed for Installation at: 

              Georgia Avenue and the ICC 

 

Dear Senator Zucker and Senator Manno: 

 

The Greater Olney Civic Association requests your assistance/intervention with regard to 

a State government proposal to install a 349-foot tall emergency communication tower 

right on the side of Georgia Avenue at the southern gateway into Olney.
1
   Not only 

would this be a huge industrial looking structure but the tower also would have strobe 

lights that would flash 24 hours a day to warn off aircraft.  This would be a very 

significant and negative visual impact to everyone living in the Olney area. 

 

On June 22, 2018, the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

(MNCPPC) mailed out an announcement of a public hearing on this proposal filed by the 

State Highway Administration (SHA) for the tower on State-owned land at the northwest 

corner of the intersection of Georgia Avenue and the Inter County Connector in Olney. 

The public hearing is tentatively scheduled for July 26, with a decision on awarding 

tower construction contracts to follow shortly thereafter. 

 

There is no need here to discuss the need for such communication equipment.   For 

purposes of discussion, let us begin with the premise that its installation is warranted for 

purposes of public safety communications.  The problem/concern is the fact that the 

height of the proposed  tower (almost 2/3rds the size of the Washington Monument) and 

  flashing lighting would be in the midst of the main thoroughfare of our community  

  (Georgia Avenue) and immediately adjoining residential neighborhoods along a lovely  

                                                 
1
 I understand that reference material for the project may be accessed at:  http:// www.mcatlas.org/daic8/Default.aspx.   I 

understand the reference number thereafter is:  MR2018030. 
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  stretch of attractively landscaped highway.  Once constructed, other commercial users  

  would be encouraged to add equipment to the tower, thus increasing the visual impact. 

 

Because we find the currently proposed site unacceptable, we ask that the SHA find a 

nearby location or alternative tower option that can be equally functional without being 

aesthetically unsightly.  Information leads us to strongly believe that reasonable and 

easily accessible alternative sites have not been given adequate consideration. 

 

Just from a quick look at our area of Central Montgomery County, we can suggest other 

potential alternative sites on State-owned land that would be equally functional.   For 

example, an alternative site could be the area just south of the ICC along the southeast 

side of Needwood Road adjacent to where the large new ‘solar farm’ is located.  A 

second site to consider might be to locate the tower within the ICC construction fill dirt  

area adjacent to the dry storm water retention pond approximately 3/8ths of a mile east of 

the Georgia Avenue and ICC interchange across the ICC from East Norbeck Park.  I 

believe other alternative sites or other equipment installation options could also be 

identified. 

 

Your assistance is needed to ensure that these alternatives and less unsightly locations are 

given due consideration and to find a better solution than building this huge tower at a 

site so prominent right on Georgia Avenue. 

 

In addition, parties on the proponent’s side clearly appear to be in a rush to get this 

proposal approved and started, so at a minimum, we are requesting your assistance in 

getting a delay in the Park and Planning “Staff Report” and also a 60-day delay in the 

schedule for the public hearing. 

 

Joshua Penn is the tower project’s public outreach point-of-contact at MNCPPC.  He can 

be reached at 301-495-4546 or e-mailed at: Joshua.Penn@montgomeryplanning.org. 

 

Jeffrey Weiler will act as the GOCA lead on this issue.  Please feel free to contact him 

directly at 301-924-4636 or by e-mail at:  weilerj@ix.netcom.com.  His mailing address 

is 15710 Thistlebridge Drive, Rockville, MD 20853. 

 

On behalf of the Greater Olney Civic Association, Inc., and its member communities, 

your attention to this important matter is appreciated. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 
        William Francis Xavier Becker 

        William Francis Xavier Becker 

        President 
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