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Project History

• GOCA Transportation Committee identified 
opportunity to expand bikeways in and around 
Olney community

• Lack of connectivity between Olney and 
Countywide bike trail system

• Focus was to leverage existing County bikeway 
projects to create link to schools, mass transit



Project History

• Priority corridor was identified: Bowie Mill Road 

▫ Beginning at Route 108 (Olney-Laytonsville Road)

▫ Ending at Route 115 (Muncaster Mill Road)



Project History

• Advantages:

▫ Connect existing Route 108 bikeway (West/East 
through Olney) to future Needwood Road bikeway

▫ Bowie Mill Road Bikeway would provide access to:

� Sequoyah Elementary School

� Magruder High School

� Lake Needwood◊

� Shady Grove Metrorail Station◊

◊ Via connection to Needwood Road trail



GOCA Resolution

Approved at April 14, 2015 Executive Board Meeting:

Whereas GOCA has identified that Olney lacks substantive bicycle connections

to other areas within Montgomery County and the region as a whole; and

Whereas GOCA's Transportation Committee has determined that bike

lanes along Bowie Mill Road represent a unique and viable opportunity

for regional connectivity to schools and mass transit; and

Whereas Bowie Mill Road currently lacks the necessary infrastructure

to ensure bicycle safety, but is designated for such improvement in the

Montgomery County Bikeways Master Plan ("BL-20")

GOCA hereby resolves to endorse the recommendation of its

Transportation Committee and request inclusion of the Bowie Mill Road

bike lanes in the County's Capital Improvement Plan



Project Advocacy

• Letters and E-mails sent to County Delegates, 
State Senators, and Montgomery County 
Councilmembers throughout summer 2015

• Received overwhelmingly positive responses:







Discussion

• Transportation Committee originally 
recommended on-road bike lanes for 
Bowie Mill Road Bikeway

• Recommendation was consistent with then-
existing Bikeways Master Plan (“BL-20”)

• Bikeways Subcommittee discussed preference 
for fully separated bike lanes, but selected option 
most likely to obtain project support + funding



On Road Bike Lanes – Example:



Discussion

• Since original recommendation was made, 
Montgomery County has begun large scale 
initiative to update the Bicycle Master Plan

• Coordination with County Planners, MCDOT, 
and MNCPPC

• Supported by Montgomery County Council



Discussion

• County is currently requesting feedback via 
online, interactive map

• Identify need for additional infrastructure and 
improvements to existing bikeways and trails

• First step in comprehensive program to update 
Bicycle Master Plan and expand bikeways 
countywide



Discussion

• Attended Bicycle Master Plan Community Meeting 
in Silver Spring on September 15

• Spoke with representatives from County

• Learned that Bowie Mill Bikeway is “on the radar”

• Also learned that county planners are considering 
“upgrades” to proposed and existing on-road bike 
lanes to implement fully separated bike lanes



Separated Bike Lanes – Example:



Separated Bike Lanes – Example:



Advantages of Separated Bike Lanes

• Provides clear separation between vehicular and 
bicycle traffic

• Expands range of potential users to include 
casual riders, not just commuters

• Increased safety



Proposal

• Transportation Committee requests 
GOCA Resolution in support of fully 
Separated Bike Lanes

• Bowie Mill Road speed limit is 40 m.p.h.
• Sight distance is particularly limited between 

Norbeck Grove and Fraley Farm
• Traffic volumes are especially heavy during peak 

commuting times, which directly correlate with 
school bell times



• Bowie Mill Road WB –
near New Home Presbyterian Church

Limited sight distance – left



• Bowie Mill Road WB –
near Bowie Mill Estates

Limited sight distance – right



• Bowie Mill Road WB –
near Fraley Farm

Blind intersection + limited sight distance



• Bowie Mill Road WB –
approaching Dun Horse Lane

Potential for excessive speed



• Bowie Mill Road WB –
approaching Sequoyah Elementary School

Rush hour + school traffic



Critical Factors

• Olney community best served by bikeway that 
can accommodate all levels of riding experience

• Students likely to use bikeway to access schools

• Excessive speed is a safety concern

• Traffic volumes/counts are not accurately 
reflected by mid-day averages

• County needs to consider totality of 
circumstances regarding safety, in light of 
potential users and peak demand times



Proposed Resolution



Future Consideration

• Proposed Bowie Mill Road Bikeway will need to 
safely connect to Needwood Road Trail

• < ¼ Mile gap between two bikeways, near 
Preserve at Rock Creek and Casey House

• County should begin to explore alternatives to 
Muncaster Mill Road to make connection







Thank You
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