RIVE

TGOMERY 2050

lan Our Future. Together

Planning Board Draft | April 2021

R o g = o
T _— e w | T
- el 1 R
| | 3
L L] - - 3

§ e ey

o Y-
Bt 3 B
i
‘.l. ‘II-CT- ’
- -
if‘.ﬂ
T R
=

N/

/ THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
o= ' — A = .a."_.-_.l‘:.-_. :

F’.‘ - r "i '

2§

¢ N
" i i S o 3
" e

Thrive Mont fhery ZOOPlanHing Board Draft

WY iy e ST T



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thrive Montgomery 2050 is the first complete overhaul of the county’s general plan since 1969. It is a long-range policy framework to help guide, over multiple decades, how Montgomery County should respond to future opportunities and challenges while maintaining its important assets. It defines the basic land use setting and context for all public and private actions in the county and directly addresses the land-use and planning framework for the next 30 years.

Planning Board held a Public hearing in November 2020. It conducted by 10 worksession between December 2020 and March 2021 to go over the public testimony, and approved the Planning Board draft on April 8, and sent it to the County Council and the County Executive


https://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/master-plan-list/general-plans/thrive-montgomery-2050/

What is Thrive Montgomery 2050 and
Why Should You Care?

A GENERAL PLAN’

MONTGOMERY AND PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTIES

DECEMBER, 1969
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Increase
Affordable
Housing

Guide Timely
Infrastructure

Protect
Farmland

MPDU Law!
1973

TDRs3
1980

1. Moderately Priced Dwelling Units
2. Adequate Public Facilities ordinance
3. Transfer of Development Rights


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Even though a general plan doesn't change zoning in the way that other types of planning initiatives often do, it still greatly influences the land use and development. 

The example here is the 1964 Plan, which did not immediately result in zoning or policy changes but later produced some of the most significant planning innovations in the county.  That plan identified affordable housing as an important goal for the county that led to the moderately priced dwelling unit program in 1973. 

It talked about the need to guide timely development of infrastructure, which led to the Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance in 1973 and what is now known as the growth and infrastructure policy—or growth policy for short—which governs the relationship between private development and the provision of public infrastructure, things like roads, water, sewer, and schools. 

And the 64 Plan’s recommendations about agriculture and farmland led to the creation the transfer of Development rights program in 1980 and ultimately to the county’s Agricultural Reserve.  



What is the problem?

Demographic shifts

Climate change

Technological innovations

Economic disruptions

Lifestyle changes
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The main challenge is the fact that we are expected to add another 200,000 people to the county over the next 25-30 years. 

But we are also dealing with very different demographic makeup of our population. Climate change was not an issue in 1964. And there are technological innovations that are changing the way we live, work, travel and enjoy our leisure time. There are economic disruptions including international trade, and more intense regional competition for economic opportunities. And we are experiencing social changes that are affecting the way people live. And that may be one of the most significant changes that influence what we need to do in planning and real estate development.


Real Median Housenhold Income 2009-2016
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Figure 6: Real Median Household Income Change, 2009-2019
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Economically, we're not doing well compared to other jurisdictions in the region and the country as reflected in this graphic of real household income bet ween 2009 and 2016. We’re struggling to figure out how to compete more effectively for jobs and to bolster wages, which ultimately are what supports our quality of life. 

This is very different for 1964 when the County was at the early stages of becoming a bedroom community of an international capital city, the economy was booming, and economic development was not a concern. In fact, a 1988 report stated that the growth in employment of the previous few years—averaging more than 20,000 jobs annually—was much more than we could prudently absorb. And it suggested moderating this rate to about half that level – or 10,000 jobs per year. 


Montgomery County business growth has lagged
Deers in the region and nationally

Montgomery County vs. 20 Peer Counties’ Combined Average Employment Growth Rate (2004-2019)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
But today the situation is much different. As this slide shows, we had the slowest rate of business formation from 2004 to 2019 compared to similar sized counties in the region and the country. We need to recognize the fact that we're economically challenged in ways that we weren't before.


Racial and ethnic diversity has steadily increasec
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Montgomery County is one of the most dynamic and ethnically diverse places not just in the region but anywhere in the country. The county was 72.1 % White in 1990. We have gone from just about 28% people of color in 1990 to 57.4% in 2019. And our diversity is projected to continue to increase to about 75% people of color in the next 25-30 years.

Over the long term, this increase in diversity is going to help us out quite a bit. But it also means that we are dealing with a large portion of our population that doesn't speak English as a first language. 

The questions is how do we adapt and plan for this diversity, especially when we are moving in a direction where the county is divided socio-economically, and geographically, into areas along income and racial lines. 



This has important consequences, including
access to educational opportunity

Concentrations of Low-Income Students vs. AP performance, 2016-17
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The geography of race, ethnicity and income has profound impacts on the access to opportunities and ultimately life outcomes for people who grow up in these separated neighborhoods and that is where planning intersects with schools and other aspects of quality of life and what long-term plans should be thinking about.

If you map the information in this slide and add an overlay of income distribution by geography, it shows a much higher concentrations of poverty in the East county but also along the old CSX corridor that runs up to Gaithersburg and Germantown, while the west and southwest part of the county are much affluent, much more predominantly White in their student population. And since the parents of students are probably at least as important as the students themselves in terms of determining educational outcomes, this socio-economic distribution has consequences for school performance. You can see that east-west divide and the related school performance in this slide with east county schools roughly on the left with higher FARM rates shown in blue bars, and more affluent area schools in the west and southwest county on the right side of this slide with higher AP scores shown in orange. 

What is interesting is that it also shows that Black students attending schools in more affluent areas on the right side of the slide--with lower FARM rates shown in blue bars going down from left to right-- have better AP scores than Black students in schools with high FARM rates, which are generally in the eastern part of the county.


“US northeast heavy precipitation events
increased by 55% between 1958 and 2016
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have to deal with climate change and it's not just about reducing our greenhouse gas emissions. It's also adapting and being more resilient. One of the impacts of climate change is that in this part of the country the heavy precipitation events have increased by 55% between 1958 and 2016.  Which means we have to deal with things like uncontrolled stormwater runoff that doesn't result simply from development or impervious surfaces but the fact we have more violent weather events.



Three overarching objectives

Economic Health Community Equity Environmental Resilience
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The plan has proposed three overarching objectives that we should focus on. They are also called three major outcomes or the three pillars of this plan: 

We want to become more prosperous, equitable, and resilient as we use growth and redevelopment to create places that are more economically competitive; 
Foster a stronger sense of trust and inclusiveness among people from different backgrounds; and 
Improve environmental quality and public health in the process. 


| -%Opposite of sprawl

* The age-old way of building and
living before cars took over

* More efficient use of land by
locating uses/buildings near each
other

 Reduced infrastructure costs

* Lower imperviousness

rural villages and high-density
: urban areas can all be compact
\ and still be different

- E



Presenter
Presentation Notes
After introduction, which lays out why we need to rethink our long-term planning framework, the first chapter of the plan talks about compact growth, which is one of the core ideas in Thrive Montgomery 2050. 

The simplest way to explain compact growth it is to say that it's the opposite of sprawl.  
It's about the idea that we want to concentrate growth in some places and not have so much in others.  And it allows you to get more economies of scale by minimizing the need to extend infrastructure such as roads, water and sewer and getting more use out of each unit of such infrastructure.  

It also helps our environmental goals by reducing the amount of impervious surface that results from sprawl. 
And it sets the stage for some of the other pieces of making great places by focusing activity and energy in a limited number of walkable places. 



How best to accommodate 200,000+ people
in a mature, built out county?

Environmental constraints Man-made constraints

(Medium and dark grey) (Light Grey)
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Transmission Lines
Transportation Infrastructure

Metro

Rail

State Roads

Federal Highways
Government Ownership
Rustic Roads & Public
Education
Historic Preservation
TDR Exhausted
Rockville Quarry
Regulated Affordable Housing,
Private Institutional
HOA Common Ownership
Single Family Dwellings

Wetland Buffers
Erodible soils
Parks & Biodiversity areas
Agricultural Reserve
Special Protection Areas
Forest Conservation Easements

Qualifiers (Red)

= Multiple owners

* |mprovement Value >2 Land Value
= Office Buildings less than 50 years old
= Retail Buildings less than 15 years old

Constrained area =276,515 Acres (85%)
Unconstrained area = 47,804 Acres (15%)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The challenge of accommodating 200,000 more people in the next 25-30 years becomes more complicated as we run out of raw undeveloped land to keep expanding the way we did in the past.

This map show that we have about 15% of the county’s land area available for development and redevelopment and where it is located. Mainly it is the white areas, the properties that are more or less unconstrained. Which means they either don't have something already built on them or the buildings are of relatively low economic value and therefore they could be developed or redeveloped. All the rest of areas in black, grey and red are off limits for environmental or other reasons or because they've already got something built that is not going to change anytime soon. 

What this also shows is that we're not working with a blank slate. And even if we were, we wouldn't want to just see growth disperse everywhere because that would be more sprawl creating a lot more traffic congestion and environmental damage-- counter to this idea of concentrating the energy and activity and sense of vibrant communities that we’re looking for. 


“Urbanism” is not just for cities

Thrive Montgomery defines urbanism as an
approach to planning that emphasizes:

1. acompactform of development;
2. diverse uses and building types;

3. transportation networks that take
advantage of and complement these
two land use strategies, at all densities
and scales.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Along with compact growth, the plan proposes the concept of urbanism for all future growth in the county.  Urbanism means a compact form of development, diversity of uses and building types and a transportation network that complements those land use strategies. 

In that sense, “urbanism” is not just for the cities.  The principles of urbanism are equally relevant to rural, suburban and urban areas. 
It doesn't mean that every part of the county will be urban in the sense that it would be intensively developed. The distinction here is between urban and urbanism. Even suburban and rural areas benefit from a mix of uses and housing types at densities and scales appropriate for their location and context.



The evolution of [and use in Montgomery County
1964—1993—2020
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This shows you how the land use concept in the county has changed since 1964 when the original concept of Wedges and Corridors was adopted—show her on the left with the I-270 and Rockville Pike  as the main development corridor in the county and the I-95and Route 29 as another corridor along the eastern side of the county in Prince George’s County. 

In the middle is the 1993 refinement that incorporated all the changes that occurred over the years and updated the concept of Wedges and Corridors for the next stage of county’s growth.  One major change here was that it eliminated the I-95 and Rt 29 as a growth corridor form the county’s long tern plans. 

On the right is a depiction of where we are today---basically we have evolved into a web of corridors and centers while keeping the main skeleton of the original Wedges and Corridors framework pretty much intact.


Thrive

Montgomery

2050

Growth Map

The Thrive Montgomery 2050
Growth diagram illustrates
growth concepts and potential
centers of activity, but the
diagram should be considered
in the context of the Compact
Growth and Complete
Communities chapters. The
centers of activity shown are

A

|
10 Miles

e Growth Corridors
= Purple Line
o WMATA Red Line

coNnonpunr@Nonsunr@oevonsonrQeavanrwn @

MARC Rail
Interstate Highways

Rural Areas and Agricultural Reserve
Limited Growth
Corridor-Focused Growth

Large Centers
Bethesda
Friendship Heights
Gaithersburg/Shady Grove
Glenmont
Rockville
Silver Spring
VIVA White Oak / FDA
Wheaton
White Flint

Medium Centers
Burtonsville
Clarksburg
Germantown
Grosvenor/Strathmore
Olney
Rock Spring
Twinbrook
White Oak

Smaller Centers
Aspen Hill
Damascus
Forest Glen
Hillandale
Kensington
Montgomery Village
Poolesville

Villages and Neighborhood Centers
Ashton
Cabin John
Cloverly
Colesville
Darnestown
Layhill
Potomac Village
Redland
Sandy Spring

not exhaustive of all existing or
The Thrive Montgomery 2050 Growth Diagram illustrates growth concepts and potential centers of activity, but the diagram should be

pote ntial centers. considered in the context of the Compact Growth and Complete Communities chapters. The centers of activity shown are not exhaustive of all
existing or potential centers.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the new growth map proposed in the draft Plan. 

The new growth is directed to the major corridors in the part of the county that already has the infrastructure and the existing footprint most suitable to absorb new growth. This area is called the Corridor-focused growth shown in the lightest blue on the map.
The rural areas and the Ag Reserve in darker blue will continue to be dedicated primarily to agriculture, rural open space and environmental preservation. These areas can absorb some growth which will occur naturally as the agriculture evolves and existing residential communities' needs will change over time.

The medium blue area between these two tiers contains the mainly suburban residential communities where limited, organic growth is envisioned to meet localized needs for services and provide a diverse, and appropriate range of housing choices; increase racial and socioeconomic integration; and achieve more Complete Communities.

In addition to the major north-south corridors, the Plan also recognizes some east-west transportation corridors as appropriate for focused growth, such as the Purple Line and Randolph Road. It prioritizes public investment in infrastructure, such as transit, along these corridors and leveraging it to attract private investment.

The four types of dots represent a sampling of Complete Communities at various sizes appropriate for their context and the level of activity they can support without overwhelming the natural and man-made resources. There is going to be variation in density, scale and character among these four categories. But it is important to note that there is expected to be variation among places represented by any one category. For example, all the village centers will have some common features, but they will also vary to reflect their context, geography, history and character.  

What this growth map is also showing is that we don’t want the entire county to be urban, or suburban or rural or in between—we don’t want every place and every center to be at the scale of downtown Silver Spring, or Wheaton, or Germantown, or Burtonsville. We want to grow in a more deliberate fashion and create distinct places instead of one continuous suburban sprawl.  



Key recommendations

» Concentrate growth in centers of activity along
corridors through compact infill development
and redevelopment to maximize efficient use
of land.

* Limit growth beyond corridors to compact,
infill development and redevelopment in
Complete Communities to prevent sprawl.
Apply principles of urbanism at an appropriate
scale along a rural-to-urban transect as
outlined in the Complete Communities
chapter.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Plan is recommending concentrating growth not just in a compact footprint overall but putting most growth in centers of activity along the major transportation corridors. That means preserving land like the Agricultural Reserve and retaining low density developments in rural area and protecting environmental resources like forests and streams. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Complete Communities is the idea that we want to have places that have a mix of uses, building types, and lot sizes to create livable places that are accessible and inviting to people with a variety of income levels, household sizes, and lifestyles. And they have centers of gravity at whatever scale is appropriate for their location and context. 


Complete + compact = sustainable

Pike & Rose before redevelopment Pike & Rose after redevelopment

™ Thrive Montgomery 2050 - Planning Board Draft

Size: 8.78 Acres

77% Runoff
Reduction

Pre-construction
runoff: 78,722.36
cu/ft

Treatment Provided:
60,555.66 cul/ft

Post-construction
runoff -18,166.70
cu/ft

* Green roofs
* Bioretention
 Silva cells
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you combine the concept of compact growth with Complete Communities you get more sustainable places. 

On the left here is the old Mid-Pike Plaza, on Rockville Pike with 1960s style, one-story suburban retail and acres of parking in front before it was redeveloped into Pike & Rose on the right.  

Today it is a compact, walkable place with a lot of different uses but it’s also much more environmentally sustainable because there's a lot of green infrastructure-- green roofs, street trees, green panels. There's modern stormwater management, which has reduced stormwater runoff by 77%.  It is a lot more development than what was there before, so it may seem kind of counterintuitive but creating compact, Complete Communities is environmentally better even when you have more buildings, more people and more infrastructure located close together. 


Strategies tor Complete Communities include:

Zoning for varied uses, building types, and lot sizes

Flexibility for infill and redevelopment that improve access to amenities, active transportation, parks
and open spaces, and a broader range of housing types

Sufficient densities to support convenience retail and other local-serving amenities at the
neighborhood level in a context-sensitive manner

Encouragement of social interaction and physical activity

through the configuration of sidewalks, landmarks, and
gathering spaces

Co-location and adjacency of essential and public services

Retrofitting single-use developments to include a mixture of
uses


Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are some of the strategies for Complete Communities. The draft Plan proposes to zone for a variety of uses, building types and lot sizes to create more flexibility in redevelopment with sufficient densities to support the mix of things that makes the center hold a neighborhood together as a place. It means having places of gathering to encourage more social interaction, possibly put some public services and private amenities together through colocation. For example, you can put a small library at the ground floor of a building along with some retail. 

And all this is not just for new development but also for existing communities through small infill and redevelopment over time.  



*Design elements that
= complement and reinforce
I Complete Communities

*Well-desighed sustainable
infrastructure

INVESTING AND BU\LDII\]G _
COMMUNITY

*Durable and attractive public
and private buildings, public
spaces, and elements of street
design

*Promote arts and culture in- |
everyday life



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first three chapters--Compact Growth, Complete Communities, and Design, Arts and Culture work together to define the growth and development from countywide scale down to the design of individual sites and buildings. 

The Compact Growth chapter describes a countywide approach to growth--a broad brush, high level vision of what kind of growth and where to achieve what objectives. The next level down in detail in terms of  the scale of development, building types, and diversity of uses on a neighborhood level is discussed in the Complete Communities chapter. 

The Design, Arts and Culture chapter focuses on the urban design principles applicable to blocks and individual development sites, the architecture of public and private buildings, open spaces, and elements of street design. 


Form-based code and design guidelines can be tailored to
community’s geography, history and design needs
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= ¢ >4 creating attractive places with lasting
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and change.
. Support for arts and cultural institutions
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thrive Montgomery 2050 proposes that we should include more specific design standards, so we know what we expect out of individual developments.  And that means spelling out things like the orientation of buildings, landscape panels,  street trees, bike facilities and pedestrian infrastructure. 

Thrive Montgomery proposes three main strategies for design excellence and promoting arts and culture in everyday life: 

It places great emphasis on good design through form-based code and design guidelines. Form-based code is a fancy word but all it means it that our zoning code should more clearly define the physical form of buildings, height and setback, how the buildings are situated in relation to streets and public spaces, and other buildings near them. 
It talks about promoting retrofits and making new and existing buildings more sustainable and resilient. 
And it promotes public art, cultural spaces, and cultural hubs as elements of complete communities.


Compatibility for equitable, diverse, affordable,
complete communities

Policy recommendation: Replace vague concepts such as “compatibility” with clear standards for
form, site layout, setbacks, architecture, and the location of parking. Adopt rules for “missing
middle” housing types such as tiny houses, cottages, courtyard clusters, duplexes, multiplexes,
small apartment buildings; shared housing, co-housing and accessory dwelling units (ADUs).
Amend land-use, design, and zoning regulations, including the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision
Regulations, to remove regulatory barriers and facilitate development of these housing types.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We need to create a common understanding of what is compatibility so both the communities and the development entities have some certainty and predictability about which building type is compatible with what other building types. It is also important for equity reasons because defining compatibility on a project-by-project basis makes it extremely difficult to introduce smaller units and other types of housing that haven’t been built before in existing neighborhoods. 

It means defining compatibility through more objective standards such as height and setback, site layout and adjacency criteria that ensure better design and help smooth the way to allow neighborhoods to evolve and have a diversity of housing types in a manner that’s fair and more equitable for our diverse population.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transportation and land use are the two sides of the same coin. Transportation should complement and support the land use vision, not dictate the land use pattern. Unfortunately, that has been the case in the past when land use was heavily influenced by a single mode of travel—the private automobile.

This plan emphasizes a safe and efficient network with more transit, walking, biking, and rolling to reduce our complete dependence on automobile, make more jobs, education and other opportunities accessible by transit especially for low-income communities, and also improve our digital connectivity as we have seen that we may be shifting to have greater share of employees working from home, which means we must support our underserved communities with the most up to date digital infrastructure. 


Our prosperity depends on
access to Frederick, Prince
George’s, Howard, and
Baltimore as well as Arlington,
Fairfax, and Loudoun.

Better connections to regional destinations

Corridor Focused Growth Area Regional Connections

Regional Centers Union Station
B Federal Facilities < Airports
® Activity Centers —— MARC
— VRE

— —— Purple Line (Under Construction)

——— Bus Rapid Transit (Planned)

Major Corridor Highways

Baltimore

-(-( BWI Airport

Dulles
International
Airport

: uitlan
airrax entagon ederal Ctr
ati
andin
lexandria
Esri, HERE, Garmin, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user
community
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transportation is an issue that has to be addressed at the scale of individual neighborhoods as well as the county and the region. We want to be cognizant of the fact that we need better transportation connections, particularly transit connections, to all the centers of economic activity and other destinations throughout the region.

This map illustrates that it's about more than just getting access to Tysons or Dulles airport. It's also about access to Baltimore and Frederick County, and Washington DC, which remains the job center of the entire region. Of course, we have many job centers in the county that people in the East County, for example, need to have access to if they're going to have the widest possible range of opportunities for jobs, education and other resources. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Housing cost is the largest portion of the overall high cost of living in the county and the region. 

Housing affordability has far reaching impacts on many other quality of life factors including economy, equity, education, wealth accumulation, health and access to jobs and recreation, etc. 


Housing production not meeting needs of growing
bopulatior
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the factors that contributed to our housing affordability crisis is that our housing production has not met the demand. 
This slide shows that from 1980 to 2018, the average number of housing building permits in Montgomery County has steadily declined, while our population has been increasing on a slow but steady pace. 

The weak housing supply is driving the price of housing up for both rental and for sale units. And this increase in housing costs, combined with weak income growth is forcing more and more people to spend at least 30 percent of their income on housing costs, leading some people to leave the county in search of more affordable places to live. 

The Council of Governments (COG) has estimated that, on average, we will need about 4,200 units a year to make up the current shortfall in order to have adequate housing supply, shown here in green-and-orange bars. 



Households are getting smaller, but houses
are getting bigger
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Figure 53: Change in Household Family Types, 1960-2019
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Figure 55: Average gross floor area of a single-family house by year built
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Presentation Notes
The county’s housing challenges are not limited to the slow pace of new construction. There is a mismatch between our current housing stock and our housing needs. 

The graph on the left shows that the share of the typical family household of the 1950s and 60s, consisting of a married couple with children living at home, steadily declined from 60% in 1960 to 25% in 2019—the dark blue section at the bottom of each bar. At the same time, the percentage of households consisting of one person living alone—the dark green in the upper part of each bar--increased from 7% in 1960 to 25% in 2019. 

The graphic on the right show that, while the households are shrinking, the new single-family homes are getting larger. Which means options to buy a starter home for a younger household or to downsize for a senior household are limited. 

The lack of options for elderly residents to downsize and move into a smaller unit in the same neighborhood means that, by some estimates, as many as one in three owner households are “over housed”. In other words, their houses have more bedrooms than they need. Of course, some of them may want to continue to do that for a number of reasons but there are others who would like to have smaller units. And their houses would be suitable for a growing family.  



More than 1/3 of the county is zonec

for s

houses — and less than three percentforr

Farli:s 13 8%

I ™ Thrive Montgomery 2050 - Planning Board Draft

C 09

e-fami
titamil

27


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Part of the reason for that mismatch is that over a third of the county is used for single family houses and less than 3% of the county is dedicated to multifamily residential like condominiums or rental units.

We have not adapted our land use and zoning to the changing demographics and what kind of housing is needed in 2021.


Key themes of the Housing chapter

* Match housing production with our housing needs
* More housing of every type especially near transit
* Reduce costs through innovative construction methods

» Small scale duplexes, triplexes and multifamily units in single
family neighborhoods near transit

* Allow diverse housing types in all neighborhoods to address
affordability and equity
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Presentation Notes
A big part of our solution to the housing crisis is to try to adapt our zoning and land use to:

Provide a wider range of housing choices everywhere, but especially in areas that are near transit or job centers and educational opportunities.
Use innovative housing construction techniques to reduce the construction costs. 
Allow missing middle housing types such as duplexes, triplexes, and small multifamily buildings in single-family neighborhoods near transit.
And allow smaller and more diverse unit types in all neighborhoods to address affordability and equity. 
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Presentation Notes
We have one of the best parks systems in the country.  But, like other aspects of planning, the success of our approach to parks, recreation and open space must continue to evolve to meet our changing demographics and other issues we have talked about.  


Key themes of the Parks chapter

* Promote active lifestyles through parks and recreation facilities

* Parks and recreation opportunities should be accessible by walking,
bicycling, and rolling

* Equitable distribution of parks and recreation facilities—more
smaller and walkable facilities, instead of few big consolidated
facilities accessible only by car.
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Presentation Notes
The key themes of the parks chapter recommendation are to:
 
Promote active lifestyles; 
Put parks near houses so they are accessible by walking, bicycling, and rolling; and 
Make sure these facilities are distributed equitably in all parts of the county, so populations have equal access to these facilities 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The conclusion chapter talks about how the implementation of the Plan’s recommendations will require cooperation among public & private sectors over the next 30 years.  We will use many existing and new tools and mechanisms ranging from master plans, zoning and other regulatory codes, growth management policy, public capital improvement projects, and private development. 

The Plan also emphasizes that Thrive Montgomery 2050 is a land use and planning guide with a long-term horizon. It is about preparing to face multiple possible futures through the basic concepts of compact form of development; diversity of building types, uses and design; and complementary transportation infrastructure.  Instead of attempting to predict the pace and direction of technological innovation or the consequences of catastrophic events, whose long-term effects are impossible to forecast with certainty, the Plan is designed to be flexible and nimble to be able to adapt to future changes while keeping an eye on the three overarching outcomes of strong economy, community equity and environmental resilience. 



Redevelopment is an opportunity & the currency to
improve infrastructure & quality of lite
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Presentation Notes
Growth is not just a question of figuring out where to locates and how to manage growth, but it's also the recognition that redevelopment is an opportunity because that is how we can raise revenue to pay for certain improvements to public infrastructure.  When development happens, we can ask real estate developers to help improve roads, transit facilities, schools, parks, etc. so there are opportunities that come along with development as well. 



How will we know we are making progress on
Thrive Montgomery?

Examples of metrics to be monitored Rl N

« Amount of infill development/redevelopment along major corridors 2l o g o
* Diversity of uses and structures '

* Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT)

* Public-use space per capita

« Rates of homeownership by race, income, and area
* Miles of streams restored, and stormwater runoff treated

e New business formation

» Equitable life outcomes across race, income, age, gender, etc.

e Additional miles of trails built
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We want to monitor how we are making progress in achieving the goals of this plan. Thrive Montgomery 2050 suggests some metrics, and others can be added in the future to the list.

The indicators listed in the Conclusion chapter, along with the more detailed metrics listed in the six chapters, will guide how growth-related issues and potential responses should be evaluated and allow for periodic assessments of progress to inform priorities and adjust our shorter-term goals. 


Sources of Information

Thrive Montgomery 2050 Planning Board Draft: https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/02/THRIVE-Planning-Board-Draft-2021-Pages web.pdf

Outreach and Engagement Appendix: https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/Thrive-Montgomery-Outreach-appendix-4-12.pdf

Action and list of sources: https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/Actions-document-final-for-April-8th.pdf

Additional information about Thrive Montgomery 2050: www.thrivemontgomery.com
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