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' Traffic improvements planned for several intersections
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Trathc and safen Improvements
along Olney’s main T+‘|¢-rm:1‘3}1fr1rtﬂ-
are in the works m‘(ﬂrq‘hnu o slate
transportation othe 1als
_ lonathan Brown assistant E‘-H::jiﬂEEl'
tor trafhic for Monligomery Counxf}r
with the Stkate Highway Administration
(9HA), laid out a plan of changes for
-:*c'ﬁtT*IL‘:r1?- alon Gf_“ﬁrgiﬂ ﬂ;gnuc
|Route ¥/7) and Olney-Sandy Spring
Road (Route 108) during the sept. 9
meeting of the Greater 'I“lﬂ}f Civic
Association (GOCA).

GOCA has a Transportation Com-
mittee that monitors traffic, pedestrian
and road issues in the community.

Motorists and pedestrians have
long complained about traffic af
several key crossroads in Olney fown

center

A very recenl '.1-.Il'!J,.r of the intersec
on of {.-JIHF",-' Sandy opring Road
and V|f|:1f_;n Center Drive has found
-f|'1|;1||nrn:';t*n :In axis! Fr;r motorists and
pcrlm!riun'.

“We have great sirategies fo irr
prove the sufr.-h,r of .I'*»-‘-f:r;.f]f.:r d 108 and
"u"'i”fl{;!:‘? Center Drive,” Brown said

SHA plans to install an exclusive
left-turn arrow tor traffic ht’;{]r.iiru_ti eqast
on Olney-Sandy 5pr|nu;l; Road and
wanting to turn onto Village Center
Drive.

A Hlashing left arrow — known as
a “permissive left turn” — currently
allows traffic to stop, look for a break
in the traffic and proceed when able
The change will feature a solid, non-
flashing red left-turn arrow or solid,
non-Hashing green left-turn arrow,
meaning moforists will no longer be
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* sninved] hom poge 1)
| _. cenler Cross the street, which
age Center Drive, 1o be one-di-
ol s ON enlrance Oﬂly, "htﬂ not EI"OWiﬂg
axil that driveway onfo Olney-Sandy
0K that will take “a lot more coordi-
*:ﬂ‘! " dwng center owners before

m Mlﬂﬂ I'he infersec:

Georgia Avenuve and Queen Mary Drive

inlersection becomes “quite congested”
ninn and ot school 3ismissc| hime,

fwo work orders have been issued
section, one of which is for the
‘ Don't block the box” mark-
oads, which would require
pfore or affer the infersection.

'w | in the fall
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SHA will also re

yolow bockggonds wih e 40

ZE:., which Brown soid are more visible. Plans

call for rimming tohage 1o increase ght

lines and new pavement markers. Thet
be implemented hyﬁmendofhm he said

A third areq of concern is speeding and loyd

vehicles traveling on Ge.ofg:f: Avenue hetween
Queen Elizabeth Drive and Gold Mine Road

but Brown said the area needs 1o be studied
further

In the same areq urning onto Georgia
Avenue trom Owens Road 1s difficslt of carain
fimes of the day

Although some residents have asked for o
traffic signal at that intersection, Brown said the
state would have fo complete a iraffic study to

see if all rec};iremems tor insmﬁing Gﬁh‘ are
met. I a fratfic light were to be instolied, it could
take two 1o three years, he said, so SHA covld

ccrnsider interim measures in the meanhme.
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