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July 15, 2026
Council President Fani-González
Council Office Building
100 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850
RE: 	    County Zoning Ordinance related to Residential Care Facilities
Position: Favorable
Dear Council President Fani-González, VP Balcombe, and Members of the County Council:
On behalf of the Greater Olney Civic Association (GOCA), I am writing to transmit the enclosed resolution, adopted by our membership on 7/14/2026, concerning gaps in the Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance related to Residential Care Facilities.
GOCA supports addiction treatment and the right of people in recovery to live in residential communities, as guaranteed by Maryland law. At the same time, our review found that the County's Zoning Ordinance lacks three things: a definition of "halfway house," a method for counting the size of Residential Care Facilities operated across adjacent properties, and a distinction between low-intensity residential treatment and high-intensity clinical operations. These gaps leave both residents and treatment providers without clear, predictable standards.
The June 18, 2026 opinion letter of the Law Office of G. Macy Nelson, LLC, also enclosed, sets out a framework our membership endorsed as a sound starting point for closing these gaps in alignment with State law. Accordingly, GOCA respectfully requests that the Council: (1) direct active staff review of zoning text amendments addressing these three gaps, and (2) share the results of that review and the Council's plans in a public forum.
We recognize that zoning text amendments fall within the purview of the Planning, Housing and Parks Committee, and we have copied Planning Director Jason Sartori so that Montgomery Planning is aware of our request. GOCA support and welcome the opportunity to meet with Councilmembers or staff, or to testify at any hearing or work session on this matter.
Thank you for your attention and your service to Montgomery County.
[image: ]Respectfully submitted,

Curtis H. Chappell
President, Greater Olney Civic Association
Enclosures: GOCA Resolution (July 14th, 2026); Opinion Letter, Law Office of G. Macy Nelson, LLC (June 18, 2026)
cc: Jason Sartori, Planning Director, Montgomery Planning (Jason.Sartori@montgomeryplanning.org) 


RESOLVED, that the Greater Olney Civic Association: 
(1) supports addiction treatment and the right of people in recovery to live in residential communities as guaranteed by Maryland law; 
(2) finds that Montgomery County’s Zoning Ordinance lacks a definition of ‘halfway house,’ a method for counting the size of Residential Care Facilities operated across adjacent properties, and a distinction between low-intensity residential treatment and high-intensity clinical operations; 
(3) endorses the framework set out in the June 18, 2026 opinion letter of the Law Office of G. Macy Nelson, LLC as a sound starting point for closing these gaps in alignment with State law; 
(4) requests that the County Council undertake active staff review of zoning text amendments to that effect; 
(5) requests that the County Council shares the result of their review and their plans to address these zoning concerns in a public forum and 
(6) authorizes the Association to communicate this resolution to the County Executive, the County Council, the Planning Board, the County’s state legislative delegation, and fellow civic organizations, and to invite those organizations’ support.
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